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Election of Civic Club Officers 

 
 
Elections for Civic Club Officers will take 
place at the November 28th Civic Club 
meeting. The elected positions include 
President, three Vice Presidents, Treasurer 
and Secretary. Please remember that only 
Civic Club members who are current in their 
dues are allowed under the bylaws to vote on 
Civic Club matters.  If you haven’t paid your 

dues, you can still do so – send $40 ($20 for 
seniors) to Southgate Civic Club, 2260 West 
Holcombe, #162, Houston, TX 77030. 
 
The slate put forward by the nominating 
committee is shown below.  Additional 
nominations will be taken from the floor.

  
  -President: Bob Funk 
 
  -Vice Presidents: Blaine Hollinger, Veljko Roskar and Tami Danner Hamilton 

  -Treasurer: John Boom    -Secretary: Andrew McCullough 

 
Water Line Issues:  Who to Call: 

 
 

 Project Manager Benny Flores:  (713) 647-0777 email:bennyf@mda-inc.com. 
 
 Menedez-Donnell inspector Ben Hammond: (281) 728-5750. 
 
 City urban foresters Victor Cordova and Dale Temple: (713) 867-0379. 

New Location for Civic Club Meetings! 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday November 28, 2006 at 7:30 at Rice Temple 
Baptist Church, 6409 Greenbriar at McClendon.  Please try to attend.  Your input is 
important to the neighborhood.   
 
Agenda:  

 Civic Club Officer Elections 
 Vote on Proposed Bylaw Changes 
 Other topic of interest 
 
 Other topics of interest 

 



La Mesa Properties Development in Rice Village 
La Mesa Properties is moving forward with its 
plan to close a section of Bolsover Street in 
Rice Village and develop mid-rise 
condominiums with offices over street-level 
retail space. 

The City Council voted to allow the project to 
proceed to the appraisal stage.   La Mesa must 
now conduct a study to determine the effects of the 

proposed Bolsover street closure. They estimate 
that this will take 7 to 9 months to complete. In 
addition, La Mesa must provide an engineering 
study addressing the reconstruction of Morningside 
to improve drainage.  The City will give this project 
further consideration upon completion of these 
studies. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rice Area Constable Service (RACS) 

  
For several years, the Rice Area Constable 
Service (RACS) has been contracted by the 
residents of Southgate to provide the community 
police service beyond that provided by The 
Houston Police Department (HPD).  The annual 
cost of this service is $230 per household ($150 for 
seniors).  Participating residents may contact 
RACS for any police need and expect a 
uniformed, armed deputy at their door within a few 

minutes.  RACS also offers participants a 
“Vacation Watch” service where patrolling 
deputies will watch a home while the residents are 
out of town. 
Please consider joining the RACS program. To 
participate, send your name, address and 
phone number along with payment to:  
RACS 2523 McClendon Street Houston, Texas 
77030. 



Vote on Proposed Bylaw Changes 
 
The Executive Committee of the Southgate 
Civic Club met on November 7th at its regularly 
scheduled meeting and discussed the state of 
the budget.  This discussion led to the following 
recommendations for changes in the dues 
structure and to the deed restriction fund which 
will be submitted to the general membership for 
vote at our November 28th meeting.  The bylaws 
of the Civic Club provide that some of these 
changes can be made only at the last scheduled 
regular meeting of the Club.  Some of these 
changes require modifications to the bylaws 
themselves. 
  
The bylaws were enacted in 1985 and established 
an annual dues rate of $20 for seniors and $30 for 
all others.  The bylaws also provide for the 
establishment and maintenance of a deed 
restriction enforcement fund.  Approximately 15 
years ago, the annual dues for non-seniors was 
raised to $40.  Of those sums, all of the $20 that 
seniors pay and $20 of the $40 that others pay are 
required to be deposited into the deed restriction 
enforcement fund (“DR fund”) with the remainder to 
be used for operating expenses.  The bylaws also 
provide that up to $500 of the interest generated 
from the DR fund can be applied to the operating 
fund if the operating fund is not adequate to cover 
expenses.   
 
The deed restriction enforcement fund has grown to 
$81,000.  Annual input to the operating budget 
remains restricted to just $20 from each non-senior 
member and the above-mentioned maximum $500 
interest from the DR fund.  Costs have certainly 
risen over the last 21 years and the only 
increase in dues in that time has been the 
increase in non-senior rates about 15 years 
ago.  As a result, the Civic Club is facing a large 
budget shortfall despite the facts that we have re-
located our meetings to a free space and we have 
been selling advertising to offset the cost of the 
newsletter. 
  
The Executive Committee (EC) proposes 
increasing the annual dues that seniors pay to 
$40, the same level as other members.  The 
Executive Committee also proposes that $30 of 
each member’s dues be deposited in the 
operating fund and $10 be deposited in the DR 
fund.  This is the first increase in the dues 
seniors pay since the inception of the Club 21 
years ago and it was felt that an additional $20 
per year was not unduly burdensome.  In 

addition, this will greatly simplify the bookkeeping, 
as anyone will be able to look at the amount of 
dues collected and determine with some simple 
math how many current members we have and 
how much should have been deposited into the 
operating fund and the DR fund.  Currently the 
treasurer must go back to the deposit records and 
determine how many memberships are senior and 
how many are non-senior in order to make those 
determinations.  With regard to the distribution of 
the dues into the separate accounts, the EC took 
into account that we have $81,000 in the bank, a 
sizable war chest, and the current system leaves us 
not only short, but with no money to spend to 
improve the services provided to the members of 
the Club.    
  
The EC is also proposing several changes to 
the bylaws.  Currently, only $500 of the interest 
earned on the DR fund can be applied to budget 
shortfalls in the operating fund.  The EC proposes 
that all of the interest on the DR fund can be 
used for the operating fund IF the expenses of 
the Club exceed the amount collected for the 
operating fund. 
  
In addition, the bylaws currently state in section 4 of 
Article 4 that all of the dues seniors pay shall be an 
amount equal to the portion of the annual dues that 
must be applied to the DR fund.  The EC proposes 
to delete this provision so that, as discussed above, 
the same portion of dues that seniors and others 
pay can be applied to the operating fund, thus 
simplifying our bookkeeping. 
  
Finally, the bylaws provide that the DR fund 
principal can only be used for enforcement of deed 
restrictions.  The interest from the fund can be used 
for (1) restriction enforcement, (2) education of new 
residents concerning restrictions, (3) promotion of 
compliance with restrictions among owners and 
residents of property in the neighborhood, (4) 
extension of or renewal of existing restrictions, (5) 
adoption of new restrictions, and (6) up to $500 per 
year for the operating fund.    As mentioned above, 
The EC proposes changing the bylaws to allow up 
to all of the interest to be applied to the operating 
fund in the event that expenses exceed the amount 
allocated in that calendar year.  In addition, when 
these rules were adopted, the current statutory 
scheme for extending, renewing, adopting or 
amending restrictions did not exist, and the current 
requirements will be far more costly than interest on 
$81,000 could possibly generate.  The original 



language also omitted amending deed restrictions 
as a permissible use of any of the fund.  
 The EC therefore proposes that in addition to 
the aforementioned changes, the principal of 
the DR fund may be spent only for costs 
associated with the deed restrictions, including 
but not limited to, (1) restrictions enforcement, 
(2) education of new residents concerning the 
deed restrictions, (3) promotion of compliance 
with deed restrictions among owners and 
residents of the neighborhood, (4) extension, 
renewal or amendment of existing restrictions, 
and (5) adoption of new restrictions. 
  
All of these proposed changes affect Article 4, 
sections 3 and 4 of the bylaws which currently read: 
  
            “Section 3:  Restriction Enforcement Fund 
Uses.  The principal of the Restriction Enforcement 
Fund shall be used for restrictions enforcement.  
Interest from the Restrictions Enforcement Fund 
may be used for (i) restrictions enforcement, (ii) 
education of new residents concerning restrictions, 
(iii) promotion of compliance with restrictions 
among owners and residents of property in the 
neighborhood, (iv) extension or renewal of existing 
restrictions, (v) adoption of new restrictions, and (vi) 
up to $500 in a calendar year, for operating 
expenses that exceed the amount allocated to the 

Operating Fund. 
    
            Section 4:  Over 65 Dues.  Annual dues for 
membership of residents over 65 years of age shall 
be an amount equal to the portion of the annual 
dues to be deposited in the Restrictions 
Enforcement Fund.” 
  
If the proposed changes to the bylaws are 
accepted, Article 4, sections 3 and 4 would 
read: 
  
            Section 3:  Restriction Enforcement Fund.  
The principal of the Restriction Enforcement Fund 
shall be used for:  (i) restrictions enforcement, (ii) 
education of new residents concerning restrictions, 
(iii) promotion of compliance with restrictions 
among owners and residents of property in the 
neighborhood, (iv) extension, renewal or 
amendment of existing restrictions, (v) adoption of 
new restrictions, and (vi) any other purposes which 
relate in any way to deed restrictions.  Interest from 
the Restrictions Enforcement Fund may be used for 
all of the purposes mentioned above, and for 
operating expenses that exceed the amount 
allocated to the Operating Fund in a calendar year. 
  
            Section 4:  (DELETED).    
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Kirby Drive Reconstruction  
 
 
University Place Association and its partners are 
developing a plan to incorporate new amenities into 
upper Kirby Drive after completion of the ongoing 
storm sewer project.   
 
The plan includes landscaping, brick 
crosswalks, signature pedestrian lighting, 
sidewalk furniture and a Texas Star paving 
design at the major intersections from 
Westheimer to Holcombe.  The City is willing to 

cooperate, but has allocated only $37,500 for such 
amenities.  Therefore, a large-scale private 
fundraising drive has been organized. 
 
Roy Marsh III has agreed to chair the “Kirby All 
Stars” and has enlisted the assistance of Jeff 
Bagwell, Craig Biggio, Cynthia Cooper, Clyde 
Drexler, Milo Hamilton and Rudy Tomjanovic to 
aid in the effort.  Additional information on this effort 
will be presented in forthcoming newsletters.   

 
 

 
 
 



 
Please notify Bea King (713) 521-3171 of 
new neighbors.  Bea has welcome packets 
containing lots of information about our  
neighborhood and our City.

A special thanks to Bert Calabro for overseeing the distribution of the  
Southgate Newsletter

 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood information or with your interests and 
concerns about your neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger  (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and     
Newsletter Editor   Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative  Richard Lazear  (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 

 

Neighborhood Notes 
 

Welcome to our new neighbors: 
 
-Brent and Michele Friedman & Cecilia  
(19 months) on Addison 
 
-Sam, Jennifer, Jacqueline (5), Nathan (4) & 
Abraham (8 months) on Swift 
 
-Mr. Courtney Sheinbein on Sheridan 
 
-Brian and Meredith Beebe on Addison 
 
-Jin Wang and Yan Xu & Annabelle Wang (5) on 
Montclair 
 
Congratulations: 
 
-Saundria, Jerome & Chase Gray have 
welcomed a new daughter and little sister, Grace 
Raven Grey, to their home on Southgate. 
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Civic Club Officer Nomination 
 

Elections for Civic Club Officers will take place in 
November.  The elected positions include 
President, three Vice Presidents, Treasurer and 
Secretary.  The nominating committee members 
are Richard Merrill, Kim O’Reilly and Dan Bass.  If 
you are interested in running for office or if you 
would like to nominate someone for office, please 
contact any member of the committee. Please 
remember that only Civic Club members who are 

current in their dues are allowed under the bylaws 
to vote on Civic Club matters.  If you haven’t paid 
your dues, you can still do so – send $40 ($20 
for seniors) to Southgate Civic Club, 2260 West 
Holcombe, #162, Houston, TX 77030. 
 
- Richard Merrill (fabiomerrl@aol.com) 
- Kim O’Reilly (koreilly@houston.rr.com) 
- Dan Bass (713) 665-3411 

 
 

Southgate Chili Cook-Off! 
 
The Civic Club is planning a Chili Cook–Off and 
Fundraiser for November 5th.  Proceeds will be 
contributed to neighborhood beautification 
projects and the first goal is to landscape the 
Dryden triangle in the wake of the water line crews. 
This is a great opportunity to get acquainted with 

neighbors and to help improve the community!  If 
you are interested in entering the Chili Cook–Off or 
if you would like to donate time or sponsorship, 
please contact project organizer Natalie Smith 
emgesmith@yahoo.com. 

.   

 

New Location for Civic Club Meetings! 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday October 24, 2006 at 7:30 at Rice Temple 
Baptist Church, 6409 Greenbriar at McClendon.  Please try to attend.  Your input is important 
to the neighborhood.   
 
Agenda:  

 Incumbent State Representative Martha Wong and candidate Ellen Cohen will 
address the community and answer your questions as the November election fast 
approaches. 

 
 Other topics of interest 

 



September  Meeting Highlights: Rice University Construction 
 

Rice University is in the late stages of planning 
its new Collaborative Research Center 
(CRC) to be built in the area bounded by 
Travis, Main, University and Dryden.  
Scientists from Rice and several TMC 
institutions will jointly occupy the Center.  Rice 
University Provost Dr. Gene Levy, 
Collaborative Research Center Director Diana 
Randall, Rice Community Relations Director 
Greg Marshall and traffic study analyst Jerry 
Salzman presented design and construction 
details and answered questions.   
 
Dr. Levy opened the presentation by 
discussing the importance of interdisciplinary 
and inter-institutional collaborative research to 
scientific discovery.  He explained that in the 
future, Rice growth would occur toward the 
TMC and the Main street corridor.  Dr. Levy 
stressed his commitment to the integrity of the 
residential communities adjacent to the Rice 
campus noting the importance of those 
communities to the long-term success of Rice 
University. 
 
 
Building Details: 
 
The tallest part of the building will be 10 
stories.  The building will contain three levels of 
underground parking and the structure will step 
down towards the neighborhood.  There will be 
10,000 square feet of retail on the first level, 
the nature of which is yet to be determined.  
The parking garage will exit onto Dryden and 
the loading dock/service areas will face 
Dryden.  The parking garage will hold 760 cars.  
A second 8 story “Phase II” building will be 
added in the future.   
 
Construction Plans: 
 
The project has received conditional approval 
from the Rice University board and complete 
approval is expected in November with 
construction beginning soon afterwards and 
occupation projected for 2009.  To facilitate 

construction, two vacant lots on the west side 
of Travis will be used as staging areas for 
construction materials.  These lots are owned 
by Rice University.  In addition, Travis will be 
closed to traffic from University to Dryden for 
the duration of the project.  Construction crews 
will be instructed not to use Southgate 
residential streets for access to the site.   
 
Other Points: 
 
-Rice envisions developing the vacant lots west 
of the Collaborative Research Center into 3-4 
story residential properties. 
 
-Rice pledges its support for Southgate street 
closures at Travis if this were supported by the 
neighborhood. 
 
-Rice University information relevant to the 
community can be found at 
www.rice.edu/neighbor. 

 



Water Line Replacement 
 
Status: 
 
The City’s water line replacement contract calls for 
the contractor to finish by the end of the year.   
 
Property Restoration: 
 
The project is divided into sections and property 
restoration in each section will begin when all of the 
houses in that section have been connected to the 
new pipe.  The contractor has not given a timetable 
for the restoration work.  Sod in areas containing 
main valves will not be restored until the entire 
project has been completed.  This is to allow 
access to the valves throughout the project. 
 
Leaks: 
 
Either the City of Houston or the contractor is 
responsible for fixing leaks depending on the timing 
and circumstances of the leak.  Project Manager 
Benny Flores is responsible for verifying that the 
contractor is complying with the City of Houston’s 
requirements and he will place responsibility for 
leaks.  Report leaks and other problems with the 

water system to Mr. Flores at  (713) 647-0777, or 
bennyf@mda-inc.com . 
 
Property Damage Reports: 
 
In order to preserve your claim, it is essential 
that the City and the contractor be notified of 
claims before any repairs are done.  To preserve 
your claim, it is best to (1) report the damage to the 
City of Houston 311 operator and (2) call Project 
manager Benny Flores at (713) 647-0777 
email:bennyf@mda-inc.com.    
 

 



Holcombe Beautification Project 
 

University Place Association, several business owners along 
Holcombe and the Texas Medical Center have formed the 
Holcombe Redevelopment Coalition. The coalition’s mission 
is to beautify Holcombe from Main to Kirby.  They have 
identified three initial goals: (1) plant trees in the parkways and 
esplanades along Holcombe (2) landscape parking lots and (3) 
reduce the number of signs along Holcombe by encouraging 
businesses to share signs. 
 
Residents of Old Braeswood, Morningside Place and 
Southgate have been invited to contribute to this effort through 
donations to purchase trees. To date, Southgate has raised 
$1250 for tree planting!  Thanks to all who contributed!  

Planting is scheduled for this fall when the weather cools off.  
 
You may still contribute in your name or as a gift for a friend or 
family member.  Donors contributing the full cost of a tree may 
do so in honor of a loved one.  All contributions are tax-
deductible and the trees are earmarked for planting in the 
neighborhood specified by the donor.  (Note that there are 
physical limitations as to where the larger trees can be 
planted.)  This is a great way to improve the environment and 
beautify the neighborhood. If you would like to contribute to 
this program, please make checks payable to Trees for 
Houston/Southgate, 2260 W. Holcombe, #162, Houston, 
Texas 77030. 

 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________________________ 
 
I will contribute  $___________ towards the purchase of a tree. 
 
Does your employer offer matching funds?  Yes____ No_____ 
(Please include information if you have answered “yes”) 
 
Buy a whole tree:  
 
15-gallon trees (6-8 ft. tall) $150        65-gallon tree (10-12 ft. tall) $650 
 
30-gallon tree (8-10 ft. tall $300       100-gallon tree (12-14 ft. tall) $1000 
 
Donation in honor of _________________________________________________ 
 
Contributions are fully tax-deductible! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sally Luna 713-341-1627 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advertise in the Southgate Newsletter 

 
Please consider advertising your business or 
practice in the Southgate Newsletter.  The 
Newsletter reaches about 650 homes six times a 
year.  Money generated from advertising will be 

used to pay for printing the Newsletter and will free 
up Civic Club funds for other purposes.  For more 
information contact Andrew McCullough at (713) 
666-9745 (andrewjpm2005@yahoo.com).  Thanks! 

 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood information or with your interests and 
concerns about your neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger  (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and     
Newsletter Editor   Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative  Richard Lazear  (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 
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Rice Collaborative Research Center Construction  
 
Rice University is in the late stages of planning its 
new Collaborative Research Center (CRC) to be 
built in the area bounded by Travis, Main, 
University and Dryden.  Scientists from Rice and 
several TMC institutions will jointly occupy the 
Center.  The proposed building will be 10 stories 
high and contain 468,000 square feet of research 
and related space.  Construction is slated to begin 
in October of 2006 with the hope of occupying the 
building in early 2009.     
 
To facilitate the construction process, Rice and its 
construction partners would like to close Travis 
between University and Dryden for the duration 
of the construction period.  The Civic Club 

Executive Committee has requested that a traffic 
study be conducted in order to evaluate the effects 
of this closure on Medical Center and Southgate 
traffic flow.  Rice has agreed to have this study 
performed.   
 
Rice Community Relations Director Greg 
Marshall and CRC project manager Kathy Jones 
will present the plan, answer questions and 
hear community feedback at the September 26 
Civic Club general meeting.  If you are interested 
in this project and its impacts on our community, 
please plan to attend this meeting.  As always, your 
input is important.   

  
Civic Club Officer Nomination  

 
Elections for Civic Club Officers will take place in 
November.  The elected positions include 
President, three Vice Presidents, Treasurer and 
Secretary.  The nominating committee members 
are Richard Merrill, Kim O’Reilly and Dan Bass.  If 
you are interested in running for office or if you 
would like to nominate someone for office, please 
contact any member of the committee. Please 
remember that only Civic Club members who are 

current in their dues are allowed under the bylaws 
to vote on Civic Club matters.  If you haven’t paid 
your dues, you can still do so – send $40 ($20 
for seniors) to Southgate Civic Club, 2660 West 
Holcombe, #162, Houston, TX 77030. 
 
- Richard Merrill (fabiomerrl@aol.com, ) 
- Kim O’Reilly (koreilly@houston.rr.com) 
- Dan Bass (713) 665-3411 

New Location for Civic Club Meetings! 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday September 26, 2006 at 7:30 at Rice 
Temple Baptist Church, 6409 Greenbriar at McClendon.  Please try to attend.  Your input is 
important to the neighborhood.   
 
Agenda:  

 Rice Collaborative Research Center Construction: Rice Community Relations 
Director Greg Marshall and construction project manager Kathy Jones will present the 
Rice plan. (details below) 

 Other topics of interest 
 Harris County voter registration materials will be available at the greeting table.  This will 

be a good time to register for the November general election if you are not yet registered.  
 



Water Line Replacement 
 
Status: 
 
The City’s water line replacement contract calls for 
the contractor to finish by the end of the year.  
Meeting this deadline will be facilitated by the 
addition of a second crew in September.   
 
Property Restoration: 
 
The project is divided into sections and property 
restoration in each section will begin when all of the 
houses in that section have been connected to the 
new pipe.  The contractor has not given a timetable 
for the restoration work.  Sod in areas containing 
main valves will not be restored until the entire 
project has been completed.  This is to allow 
access to the valves throughout the project. 
 
Leaks: 
 
Either the City of Houston or the contractor is 
responsible for fixing leaks depending on the timing 
and circumstances of the leak.  Project Manager 

Benny Flores is responsible for verifying that the 
contractor is complying with the City of Houston’s 
requirements and he will place responsibility for 
leaks.  Report leaks and other problems with the 
water system to Mr. Flores at  (713) 647-0777, or 
bennyf@mda-inc.com . 
 
Property Damage Reports: 
 
In order to preserve your claim, it is essential 
that the City and the contractor be notified of 
claims before any repairs are done.  To preserve 
your claim, it is best to (1) report the damage to the 
City of Houston 311 operator and (2) call Project 
manager Benny Flores at (713) 647-0777 
email:bennyf@mda-inc.com. 
 

                                  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 MetroOntario Construction 

 
The building permits have been issued for construction 
of the MetroOntario building at Holcombe and Montclair 
(the old Towers site). Construction is scheduled to 
begin in September and take 14-16 months. The 
Montclair end of the lot will serve as a staging area and 
will be occupied  by construction trailers.  This area will 
ultimately be a green space. In addition to the green 
space, there will be  "planted" or "green" walls around 
the building to somewhat soften the building’s 
presence.   
 
About half of the building has been leased and there 
are currently two tenants: a long-term care hospital 
and a gym. The gym will not be open around the clock, 
but it will open up early in the morning and remain open 
late into the night.  The rear  wall of the gym will be 
blank so there should not be much light shining onto 
Sheridan from the gym.  There will, however, be lights 
from patient rooms and from  offices in the tower.  While 
this cannot be prevented, the developer is conscious of 
the community’s concerns on this front.  
 
MetroOntario has also confirmed their intention to 
build 4 single-family homes on the lots they own on 
Sheridan.  (The Editor thanks Lalise Mason for 
contributing to this report). 

 
Advertise in the Southgate Newsletter 

 
Please consider advertising your business or practice in the Southgate Newsletter.  The Newsletter reaches 
about 650 homes six times a year.  Money generated from advertising will be used to pay for printing the 
Newsletter and will free up Civic Club funds for other purposes.  For more information contact Andrew 
McCullough at (713) 666-9745 (andrewjpm2005@yahoo.com).  Thanks! 
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Southgate Chili Cook-Off! 
 
The Civic Club is planning a Chili Cook–Off and 
Fundraiser for early November.  Proceeds will be 
contributed to neighborhood beautification 
projects and the first goal is to landscape the 
Dryden triangle in the wake of the water line crews. 
This is a great opportunity to get acquainted with 
neighbors and to help improve the community!  If 

you are interested in entering the Chili Cook–Off or 
if you would like to donate time or sponsorship, 
please contact project organizer Natalie Smith 
at nemgesmith@yahoo.com.  Watch for more 
details in the October Southgate Newsletter. 

 
 

Holcombe Beautification Project 
 

University Place Association, several business owners 
along Holcombe and the Texas Medical Center have 
formed the Holcombe Redevelopment Coalition. The 
coalition’s mission is to beautify Holcombe from Main to 
Kirby.  They have identified three initial goals: (1) plant 
trees in the parkways and esplanades along Holcombe 
(2) landscape parking lots and (3) reduce the number of 
signs along Holcombe by encouraging businesses to 
share signs. 
 
Residents of Old Braeswood, Morningside Place and 
Southgate have been invited to contribute to this effort 
through donations to purchase trees. To date, Southgate 
has raised $1250 for tree planting!  Thanks to all who 
contributed!  Planting is scheduled for this fall when the 

weather cools off.  
 
You may still contribute in your name or as a gift for a 
friend or family member.  Donors contributing the full 
cost of a tree may do so in honor of a loved one.  All 
contributions are tax-deductible and the trees are 
earmarked for planting in the neighborhood specified by 
the donor.  (Note that there are physical limitations as to 
where the larger trees can be planted.)  This is a great 
way to improve the environment and beautify the 
neighborhood. If you would like to contribute to this 
program, please make checks payable to Trees for 
Houston/Southgate, 2260 W. Holcombe, #162, 
Houston, Texas 77030. 

 
 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________________________ 
 
I will contribute  $___________ towards the purchase of a tree. 
 
Does your employer offer matching funds?  Yes____ No_____ 
(Please include information if you have answered “yes”) 
 
Buy a whole tree:  
 
15-gallon trees (6-8 ft. tall) $150        65-gallon tree (10-12 ft. tall) $650 
 
30-gallon tree (8-10 ft. tall $300       100-gallon tree (12-14 ft. tall) $1000 
 
Donation in honor of _________________________________________________ 
 
Contributions are fully tax-deductible! 

 
 



Neighborhood Notes 
 

Our condolences: 
 
-To Mr. Oscar M. Palmer Jr. on the death of his sister Eunice Palmer McMahan. 
 
-To the family of Janet Chafetz, who passed away on July 6th.  Janet was a Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Houston where she had taught since 1971.  Janet is survived by her husband, Hank Chafetz and 
son, Josh Chafetz. Hank and Janet have been Southgate residents since 1973. 
 
Welcome to our new neighbors: 
 
-Drs Bryce and Michelle McKane, Bryce III, Alexandria and Aiden on Swift 
-Marshall and Josephine Davidson, Adele (18 months) and Major on Shakespeare 
-Alan and Narina Christensen, Katrina, Alexa and Genny on Swift 
-Michael and Stacey Diehl and Chloe (10 months) on Sheridan 
-Drs Miguel Valderrabano and Ana, Aparico, Lauri and Lucia on Southgate 
 
Please notify Bea King (713) 521-3171 of new neighbors.  Bea has welcome packets containing lots of 
information about our neighborhood and our City. 
 
Etc……. 
-Dr. Robert Parke Jr. has moved from McClendon to Southgate. 
-Southgate resident Vanessa Del Fabbbro has debuted her second novel “Sandpiper Drift”. 
-Southgate resident Dr. Kenneth McClain biked from California to Massachusetts to raise awareness and 
money for a rare disease of the white blood cells. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood information or with your interests and 
concerns about your neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger  (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and     
Newsletter Editor   Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative  Richard Lazear  (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 
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Southgate News 
May 2006 

 

 
Water Line Replacement 

 
Over the next 8-12 months, the water lines in 
the area bordered by University, Holcombe, 
Montclair and Travis will be replaced. No 
residents west of Montclair will be affected. The 
current lines range in diameter from 16” (Southgate 
Blvd., at the request of the TMC) to 2“, with most 
being 6”.  Like its predecessor, the new Southgate 
line will be 16” and all others will be 8”. This 
improvement should eliminate the frequent water 
line breaks the community has experienced and 
should provide additional water pressure to many 
residents.     
 
Representatives of the City of Houston and its 
contactors briefed Civic Club President Catherine 
Leachman on the project.  Important points: 
   

• To install the new lines, bore pits (4’ deep, 
5’ wide and 20’ long) will be dug in the 
easements at 100-200 foot intervals.  The 
crews will bore horizontally between the 
pits to install the new pipes.  This strategy 
eliminates the need to dig trenches the 
length of each block.   

• The project will proceed in phases as they 
lay the new pipe from valve to valve.  When 
a circuit is complete, the installation crew 
will move to the next phase and a 

connection crew will re-connect the service 
in the first phase.  Then the restoration will 
come in and repair damage 

• Fire hydrants will be relocated from the 
corner to the middle of each block.  The 
reason given for this is that a hydrant is less 
likely to be hit by a car in the middle of a 
block. 

• The digging and boring may sever 
streetlight power lines. CenterPoint 
Energy’s policy is to fix this type of damage 
only after the project has been fully 
completed.  The City will request that 
streetlights be returned to service as the 
work crews move from the area of the 
affected circuit. 

• Needless to say, there will still be significant 
effects on lawns and landscaping.  Sod, 
groundcover, concrete and sprinklers will be 
restored to their original condition or 
better after the work is complete. 

• Shrubs will not be replaced 
• The city has hired two urban foresters to 

care for trees and attempts will be made 
not to cut down or damage trees.  At this 
time, they have not identified any trees that 
need to be removed.   Nevertheless, some 
trees may be lost and depending on the 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday May 23, 2006 at 7:30 pm on the 8th floor of the Plaza Hilton 
on Travis between Swift and Addison.  Reception and cash bar begin at 7:00 pm.  Purchase drinks in 
the hotel lobby bar.  Free parking is available in the hotel garage!  Please try to attend.  Your input is 
important to the neighborhood.   
 
Agenda:  

 Water line replacement.  A project representative will address concerns about the ongoing 
replacement of Southgate’s water lines. (Page 1) 

 Hurricane preparedness. Mary Ann Fordyce of Farmers Insurance will discuss emergency 
preparedness. (Page 2)   

 Other topics of interest 
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type, trees may or may not be replaced.  
Trees that are replaced will be replaced on 
a per inch basis.  For example, a 20” 
diameter tree will be replaced with multiple 
smaller trees totaling 20 inches. 

• The crews will try to avoid tearing up 
driveways, but in some cases it might be 
unavoidable.  The Civic Club will work with 
affected residents to obtain street parking 
permits to use while their driveways are 
inaccessible. 

• Residents will experience water service 
interruptions.  Some interruptions will be 
for 15-20 minutes and others will persist for 
about 8 hours.  The 8 – hour outage will be 
during the re-connection of service and no 
one should experience more than one of 
these long outages. The crews are 
supposed to put hang tags on residents’ 
doors 24 hours before a long outage and 
the long outages should be limited to hours 

when most, but obviously not all, residents 
are at work.    

• Residents are advised to photograph their 
front yards and driveways before the work 
starts.  Images of your property will be 
useful when it comes time to recover 
damages.  Disputes over damages should 
be submitted in writing to SGCC President 
Catherine Leachman (address below). 

• It is important that disabled and elderly 
residents be identified prior to 
construction because, at times, streets 
may be inaccessible.  Please take a 
minute to help us identify these folks.  
Those who need extra consideration are 
asked to complete the form at the bottom 
of this page and the Civic Club will 
assemble a list for the City.  

 
 

 
A project representative will describe the water line replacement work and answer your questions at 
the May, 23rd Civic Club general meeting.  Maps illustrating the routes of the new water lines and the 
positions of the new fire hydrants will also be available at this meeting. 
                                                                     

 
If you have medical or other physical circumstances requiring special attention during water line replacement-
related driveway or street closures, please complete this form and return to: 
 
Catherine Leachman, Southgate Civic Club President, 2065 Southgate Houston, Texas, 77030 or 
cleachman@houston.rr.com.  
Please do not call.  The civic club does not want to be responsible for missed calls or transcription errors. 
 
Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone________________________________ Email _____________________________________________ 
 
Nature of concern: 
 
Wheel chair bound __________ Ambulance access concerns__________ 
 
Other: (please explain) 
 

 
 

Hurricane Season Preparedness 
 
Last year’s hurricane season reminded 
Houstonians that we live in hurricane country.  

Many Houstonians are transplants to the coast and, 
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until last fall, had never faced a serious hurricane 
threat.   
 
At the May 23rd Civic Club meeting, Mary Ann 
Fordyce will deliver a program and answer 

questions on how to best prepare for 
emergencies like hurricanes. She is a native 
Houstonian and a licensed insurance agent with 
Farmers Insurance of Houston. 

 
April Meeting Highlights 

 
Featured Speakers

1. Mr. Bob Stott (TMC Executive VP) 
 

 

Background: The TMC published a document 
detailing its 50-year infrastructure plan.  The figure 
on page 21 of the print version of this document 
illustrated Southgate Blvd. as a main access road 
to the TMC and open from Travis east through 
Main to Fannin.  This illustration raised concern 
among the Civic Club officers and precipitated a 
discussion between Mr. Stott’s office and the Civic 
Club.  Mr. Stott assured the Civic Club that this 
illustration had been drawn in error.  The Civic Club 
Executive Committee asked Mr. Stott to provide 
written assurance that this illustration did indeed 
represent an error and not a plan. Mr. Stott 
provided the Civic Club a letter and agreed to 
present the TMC’s 50-year infrastructure plan to the 
community. 
 
A.  Mr. Stott began his presentation with a basic 
description of the TMC.  He noted that 160,000 
people visit the TMC annually.  The TMC covers 
about 1000 acres (including Rice University, the 
newest TMC member).  The TMC has its own 
police, maintenance and landscaping crews.  The 
TMC funds its operation through parking charges 
and it operates about 26,000 parking spaces.  It is 
about the same size as the Chicago Loop and 
denser than the financial district of lower 
Manhattan.  The TMC member institutions estimate 
that there will be about 33 million square feet of 
improved space by 2008.  The current rate of 
construction is 1.5 million square feet per year.  
The TMC is required to provide 1.8 parking spaces 
per 1000 square feet.  This parking can be at 
remote locations. 
 
B.  Ongoing and envisioned street improvements: 
 

 Holcombe will be replaced between Fannin 
and Braeswood.  The water and sewer lines 
will be upgraded and drainage 
improvements will be made.  There is 

interest in expanding Holcombe to four 
lanes in each direction between Fannin and 
Braeswood. 

 Cambridge will cross the Bayou and 
continue south from the TMC to the 610 
south loop.  The TMC is working with the 
relevant municipalities to have exit and 
entrance ramps added to 610 at Cambridge. 

 Dryden will be made four lanes between 
Fannin and Main. 

 The City has agreed to improve drainage on 
University Ave. at the request of the TMC.  
This was also requested by the Southgate 
Civic Club through the University Place 
Super Neighborhood  action plan in 
January. 

 John Freeman will be extended west across 
Fannin to Main Street.  The road will be 
constructed beneath a new Methodist 
Hospital facility.  

 Bertner will be extended from the Medical 
Center to the South. 

 Travis will eventually be open from 
University to Holcombe. 

 
C.  Other points of interest: 
 

 The TMC would like to add street level retail 
space on Main Street. 

 They are studying the feasibility of using 
people movers to facilitate the movement of 
people between TMC facilities and remote 
parking areas. 

D.  Mr. Stott concluded by assuring meeting 
attendees that the TMC does not want to interfere 
with neighborhoods and has no interest in using 
eminent domain powers in the near future.  The 
TMC is willing to talk to the Civic Club about 
Southgate Street closures, but Mr. Stott offered no 
opinion on this issue.  
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2.  The Honorable Martha Wong 
 

 Representative Wong made an unscheduled visit and updated the community on the Texas 
Legislature’s special session.  She reported that, after hours of intense debate, the House was 
prepared to forward five bills to the State Senate.  (Editors note: Please consult recent sources for up-
to-date detailed information on legislative progress).  Representative Wong invites your comments 
and questions at (713) 526-WONG. 

 
3.  RACS Officers 
 
Lieutenant Carlos Roig and Constable Randall Adams visited with the community about the RACS program 
and crime in the neighborhood. 
 

 There have been a few thefts from cars in Southgate.  Most of these involved items left visible in 
unlocked vehicles. 

 Residents are advised not to do business with door-to-door solicitors and to never give them a credit 
card, check or ID.  Many of these people are criminals intent on stealing your identity. 

 The officers advised residents not to post signs on their property advertising the brand name of the 
alarm system protecting the property.  Knowledgeable burglars know how to inactivate alarms and 
letting them know what brand you have makes it that much easier for them.   

 The officers noted that HPD is very overworked and encouraged residents to support the RACS patrol.  
Email editorSGNL@yahoo.com for information on joining RACS. 

 
Civic Club Business: 
 

 

 There was a discussion about moving Civic Club meetings to a more economical venue.  A decision 
was reached to hold the May meeting at the Hilton and identify a new meeting place for the 
September meeting.  

 Richard Merrill discussed his efforts to negotiate a discount room rate for Southgate residents at the 
Hilton.  (See following story for details) 

 
Hilton Discount for Southgate Residents 

 
The Civic Club has negotiated a discount rate for 
guest rooms at the Hilton.  When friends, family or 
residents book rooms at the Hilton, they will receive 
the discount by asking for the Southgate Civic 
Club discounted rate.   Sunday through Thursday 
the discounted rate will range from $139 to $159 
per night, depending upon the type of room 
reserved.  Friday and Saturday nights the discount 

will range from $109 to $139.  After approximately 
three months, the Hilton will evaluate usage and 
determine whether the discount should be 
continued, increased or decreased.  The more the 
discount is used, the greater the likelihood that the 
Hilton will maintain or even increase it.  Thanks to 
Richard Merrill for negotiating this rate.   

  
Update on Holcombe Beautification 

 
Southgate has raised over $1200 for the Holcombe 
Beautification Project in just six weeks! Business 
owners will be asked for matching funds.   It was 
hoped that some of the trees would be planted this 
month, but that may not happen.  If not, money will 
continue to be raised and the entire stretch of 
Holcombe between Main and Kirby will be planted 

this fall.  The business owners are also being asked 
to pay for hedges and shrubs in their parking lots 
and will be approached about making their signage 
more attractive.  Kathie Easterly of University Place 
will be asking business owners to remove all illegal 
signs.  The participants in the project have adopted 
the name "Holcombe Village” to designate the area 
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and will be working on a fitting logo to identify the district. 
 
Donations are still being accepted.  Donation forms will be available at the May 23 Civic Club meeting. 
  

Neighborhood Notes 
 
We welcome our new neighbors: 
 

 Michael Smith on Dryden 
 Dick Brennan and Maria Schumacher on Dryden 
 Aaron and Rachael Foster on Swift 
 Ben and Anna Smith on Swift 
 Todd and Jennifer Litton on Addison 
 Larry K. Johnson on Southgate 

 
Please notify Bea King (713) 521-3171 of new neighbors.  Bea has welcome packets containing lots of 
information about our neighborhood and our City. 
 
Our condolences to: 
 

 Bryan and Deborah Domning of Goldsmith on the death of Bryan’s mother Mozelle 
 Jim Fonteno of Goldsmith on the death of his mother 

Our Sympathies are with these neighbors and their families. 
 
Ice Cream Social 
 
The 2006 ice cream social was a huge success!  The weather was perfect and nearly 100 residents enjoyed 
ice cream while visiting and listening to the sounds of Al Campbell and his band.  We thank Natalie and 
Jeremy Smith for chairing this event and we are grateful to our sponsors for their generosity:  Sally Luna 
and Heritage Texas Properties, Dr. Rita Cammarata, and Mary Ann Evans and Greenwood King Properties. 
 
Southgate Blvd. esplanade 
 
Sally Luna is collecting money for the upkeep of the Southgate Blvd. esplanade.  If you enjoy the Blvd., 
please contribute.  Sally can be reached at (713) 341-1627.  Thank you! 
 
Reminders 
 

 Please avoid parking across sidewalks.  This violates a city ordinance as it forces pedestrians into 
streets.  There have been several complaints about this.  Hopefully these situations can be 
corrected before cars are ticketed, booted or towed. 

 Dogs must be on a leash.  It is the law.  Also, please clean up after your dogs. 
 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood information or with your interests and concerns about your 
neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger   (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor    Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative   Richard Lazear   (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor  Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 
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Southgate News 
April 2006 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday April 25, 2006 at 7:30 pm on the 8th floor of the Plaza 
Hilton on Travis between Swift and Addison.  Reception and cash bar begin at 7:00 pm.  Free parking 
is available in the hotel garage!  Please try to attend.  Your input is important to the neighborhood.   
 
Agenda: - Mr. Bob Stott, Executive Vice President, Texas Medical Center will discuss the TMC’s 
   50-year strategic plan (see following article for details). 
  - A representative from the Rice Area Constable Service will discuss the RACS  
   program and crime in our neighborhood (see article on page 2).  
  - Other topics of interest 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Southgate Civic Club Membership Drive 
 

Thank you to those who have joined the Civic Club for 2006.  If you have not yet joined, please 
consider joining when you receive our flyer in your mailbox very soon.  Thanks! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Texas Medical Center Development and our Community 
 
The TMC has released its 50-year strategic plan.  
This document, entitled “A 50 year Master Plan 
2006 Update”, is available for examination at 
www.tmc.edu/masterplan/50year/sld001.htm.  
Noteworthy to Southgate residents are potential 
changes to both Southgate Blvd. and Dryden 
Road.  An illustration on slide 24 of this document 
shows Southgate Blvd. unblocked and extending 
across Main through to Fannin unhindered 
through our neighborhood.  This illustration also 
shows Dryden extending across Fannin to Bertner 
and into the heart of the Medical Center.  If 
implemented, these arrangements would make 
both Southgate Blvd. and Dryden Road major 
thoroughfares in and out of the Medical Center 
by way of our neighborhood.   
 
In a meeting with the Civic Club Executive 
Committee, a representative of the TMC indicated 
that the Southgate Blvd. illustration is an error and 
that TMC will correct the website version of the 
map.  They cannot, of course, correct the 3000 

printed copies.  The Civic Club has also 
requested a letter from TMC verifying that this 
is unequivocally an error and not a plan.   
 
The TMC representative did indicate that the 
alterations to Dryden Road are part of the long-term 
plan for moving traffic in and out of the Medical 
Center, but was unable to provide additional 
details. 
 
Mr. Bob Stott, an Executive Vice President at the 
TMC, has agreed to address these and other 
issues concerning Southgate residents at the April, 
25th Civic Club General Meeting.  Hopefully, Mr. 
Stott will be able to provide the community with the 
written assurances and explanations that we need.   
 
The Civic Club encourages Southgate residents 
to attend this meeting and take advantage of 
this opportunity to learn about the Medical 
Center’s plans, ask questions and be heard.   
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Neighborhood Security 
 

For several years, the Rice Area Constable 
Service (RACS) has been contracted by the 
residents of Southgate to provide the community 
police service beyond that provided by The 
Houston Police Department (HPD).  The annual 
cost of this service is $230 per household ($150 for 
seniors).  Participating residents may contact 
RACS for any police need and expect a 
uniformed, armed deputy at their door within a few 
minutes.  RACS also offers participants a 
“Vacation Watch” service where patrolling 
deputies will watch a home while the residents are 
out of town.  Some residents feel that the vacation 
watch alone justifies their annual RACS payment. 
 
Southgate is a relatively safe neighborhood, 
however it does have crime and there is crime in 
the immediate area.  Consider the following crime 
stats recorded by HPD for Beat 10H80 which is 
bordered by 59, Braeswood, Kirby and South Main 
and includes the Southgate Neighborhood:  In the 
period from August 2005 through January 2006 
there were 2 Forcible Rapes, 15 Aggravated 
Assaults, 13 Robberies, 65 Burglaries, 25 Stolen 
Cars and 119 thefts from cars. 
 
Most Southgate residents probably feel that their 
property taxes should fund ample police protection 
and question why they should spend additional 
money for RACS patrols.  The reason is simple:  

RACS provides additional security to our 
community that an overworked Houston Police 
Department cannot provide.  Four years ago, 
Houston had 5600 police officers; it now has 4600 
and 200 more officers are retiring this year.  
Houston has 2.2 officers per 1000 citizens while the 
national average is 2.5 and New York City has 4.2.  
Because of the crime overload in the City, HPD is 
focusing on bodily injury crimes.  To accommodate 
these violent crime calls, all other crimes are being 
handled as officer availability permits.  In addition, 
Sam Houston State University has been contracted 
to perform an allocation study to see where the 
available officers should go.  Since Southgate is a 
relatively safe neighborhood, officers may be 
reassigned from Southgate to more dangerous 
areas.  The bottom line is that RACS is and will 
increasingly become the police “first 
responder” for Southgate. 
 
We have initiated a membership drive to increase 
community participation in the RACS program.  Our 
goal is 100% participation, one house at a time.  If 
you already participate, we thank you and ask for 
your continued support.  If you do not participate, 
please consider joining the RACS program.  Ask 
your neighbors who do participate if and how RACS 
has helped them.   Let’s work together to keep 
Southgate a beautiful and safe place to live.

 
 
To participate, send your name, address and phone number along with payment to:  
 
RACS  
2523 McClendon Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 
 
 

          
 
 
 

A RACS officer will give a presentation and answer questions at the April 25th meeting
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February Meeting Highlights 
 
Invited Speakers:

1.  Asmara Tekle Johnson: Eminent Domain and Deed Restrictions 
 
Asmara Tekle Johnson is the Chair of “Citizens 
Against Eminent Domain Abuse”.  “The mission of 
Citizens Against Eminent Domain Abuse is to 
observe, preserve and protect the character and 
integrity of residential neighborhoods within the 
greater TMC area and particularly within the 
immediate area of SH 288, from encroachment by 
TMC and other institutions given the power of 
eminent domain”.  This organization was founded 
after the Texas Medical Center used eminent 
domain powers to acquire property and build a 
parking garage near the TMC McGovern Campus 
(the former Nabisco plant on Holcombe). Ms. 
Johnson is a Visiting Professor of Law at Texas 
Southern University, a lawyer and a member of the 
affected Central City neighborhood.  
 
 She explained that in November of 2004, the TMC 
informed the Central City community that it would 
build the parking garage.  The TMC used its 
eminent domain powers to acquire one lot, 
purchased others and had them all replatted for 
construction of the parking structure.  Twice the 
Honorable Ada Edwards of the Houston City 

Council delayed the replatting hearing, but the TMC 
eventually prevailed.  Ms. Johnson explained that 
this occurred despite the fact that the 
neighborhood is deed restricted.  She explained 
that an entity with eminent domain power (TMC) 
also has the power to extinguish deed 
restrictions.  In this particular case, the TMC used 
a statute created in 1959 that empowers the TMC 
to acquire properties adjacent to or contiguous with 
its existing properties.  The acquisition of property 
for this parking structure represents the first time 
that the TMC has used this statue.  Any property 
adjacent to a TMC property is vulnerable.   
 
Ms. Johnson explained that Representative Garnet 
Coleman sponsored a bill to address this issue.   
The first law that he proposed would require entities 
to give notice to communities before applying this 
statute. 
 
Ms. Johnson asked for the support of our 
community.  She can be reached at 
asmara@teklelaw.com or at (832) 621- 5645. 

 
 

2.  The Honorable Anne Clutterbuck, District C Council Member 
 
A. Her staff members include: Tim Douglass (Chief 
of Staff), Sharon Shanahan (Scheduler), Barbara 
Hite (Constituent Liaison) and Marta Crinejo 
(Agenda Director). 
 
B. The Council has been very busy dealing with 
Houston’s increased crime.  The Council 
appropriated 10 million dollars for police overtime 
and wants at least five new police cadet classes.  In 
addition, one hundred officers are being moved 
from duty at the jail to patrol work.   
 
C. Ms. Clutterbuck and Council member Toni 
Lawrence (District A) are putting together a forum 
on deed restrictions.  This forum is tentatively 
scheduled for early May 2006.  
 

D. She reported that the City is conducting a third 
traffic study to assess the need for a traffic light on 
Greenbrier at Roberts Elementary School.   
 
E. A member of the community asked Ms. 
Clutterbuck to address her stand on the expansion 
of the TMC into the neighborhood.  She reported 
that she supports street closures to the extent that 
the neighborhood wants them.  She also reported 
that she has discussed the expansion of Travis with 
Mayor White.  This expansion is not on the current 
Capitol Improvement Plan, but Baylor College of 
Medicine is reportedly assembling a consortium to 
purchase and demolish the Burger King at 
Holcombe and Travis to allow for Travis to be 
extended to Holcombe. 
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Civic Club Business: 
Bylaw Amendment Approved 

 
The following Amendment to the Civic Club bylaws 
was unanimously approved: Article VI Section 2 
stated: “Withdrawals from funds of this club shall be 
signed for by two of the following three officers: 
President, Treasurer, and a Vice-President 
designated by the President”.   
Amended document states: “Withdrawals of $500 
or less from funds of this club shall be signed for 

by one of the following three officers: President, 
Treasurer, or a Vice-President designated by the 
President. Withdrawals of over $500 from funds of 
this club shall be signed for by two of the following 
three officers: President, Treasurer, and a Vice-
President designated by the President”. 

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Remember to Consult the Southgate Architectural Review Committee before 

Remodeling 
 
Thinking about remodeling?  If you have plans to 
remodel your house or garage and it involves the 
exterior, you should have your plans reviewed by 
the architectural review committee.  This committee 
will look at your plans and make sure that they 
conform to the deed restrictions of the 
neighborhood.  Having your plans reviewed will 
avoid the possibility that you get half way through a 
project only to discover that there is a violation of 
some kind requiring a costly change in plans.  You 
may not know that Southgate as a whole is made 
up of four separate sections, each with different 

deed restriction language.  So just because you 
see something in one part of Southgate, or even 
across the street, it doesn’t necessarily mean that it 
conforms to the restrictions in your section.  
Contact Skip Christy at his office, (713) 524-2462, 
to arrange for the committee to review your plans 
(please don’t call him at his home number as 
messages left there are not always picked up 
promptly).  You should allow two to three weeks for 
this process; the committee tries to be as quick as 
possible, but all are volunteers who have other 
obligations. 

 
Block Captain Needed on Dryden 

 
NEEDED!  We need a block captain to deliver the 
newsletters for the 2200 block of Dryden!   It really 
does not take long to deliver the newsletters and 
they are only published 6 times a year – February, 
April, May, September, October and November.  
On rare occasions, block captains will be asked to 

deliver something extra like a survey, but effort is 
made to make all deliveries coincide with the 
newsletters if possible.  Anyone interested should 
contact Bert Calabro at (713) 218-9042 or 
bncalabro@hotmail.com. 

 
Hilton Discount for Southgate Residents? 

 
Richard Merrill is trying to negotiate a discount rate 
for Southgate residents who rent rooms at the 
Hilton on Travis.  The location of the Hilton makes it 
an ideal Hotel for residents to house visiting family 
members, friends and business associates.  In 
order to convince the Hilton that friends and family 
of Southgate residents should receive a discount 

off of the Hilton's rates, it would be helpful to have 
some data addressing how much members of the 
community patronize the Hilton.  If you rent rooms 
at the Hilton for yourself, your associates or your 
family, Richard would appreciate a quick email 
detailing that usage.  Email him at 
fabiomerrl@aol.com.  Thank you!  
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Flood Watch 
 
The Texas Medical Center and Rice University 
monitor the levels of the Harris Gully and the Brays 
Bayou and provide this information in real time at 
the following web address: 
www.floodalert.org/BraysFAS/.  This site 
broadcasts webcam images showing the level of 
the Harris Gully as it enters the Brays Bayou, 

rainfall tables and current weather radar images.  In 
addition to its real time components, the site 
contains information about the flooding history of 
the TMC area.  There is a stunning collection of 
images captured by the webcam during Tropical 
Storm Allison. 

 
Holcombe Beautification Project 

 
University Place Association, several business 
owners along Holcombe and the Texas Medical 
Center have formed the Holcombe 
Redevelopment Coalition. The coalition’s mission 
is to beautify Holcombe from Main to Kirby.  They 
have identified three initial goals: (1) plant trees in 
the parkways and esplanades along Holcombe (2) 
landscape parking lots and (3) reduce the number 
of signs along Holcombe by encouraging 
businesses to share signs. 
 
Residents of Old Braeswood, Morningside Place 
and Southgate have been invited to contribute to 
this effort through donations to purchase trees.  
Initial tree planting is in progress and will continue 
through April.  Another round of planting is 

scheduled for the fall. 
 
You may contribute in your name or as a gift for a 
friend or family member.  Donors contributing the 
full cost of a tree may do so in honor of a loved 
one.  All contributions are tax-deductible and the 
trees are earmarked for planting in the 
neighborhood specified by the donor.  (Note that 
there are physical limitations as to where the larger 
trees can be planted.)  This is a great way to 
improve the environment and beautify the 
neighborhood. If you would like to contribute to 
this program, please make checks payable to 
Trees for Houston/Southgate, 2260 W. 
Holcombe, #162, Houston, Texas 77030. 

 

 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________________________ 
 
I will contribute  $___________ towards the purchase of a tree. 
 
Does your employer offer matching funds?  Yes____ No_____ 
(Please include information if you have answered “yes”) 
 
Buy a whole tree:  
 
15-gallon trees (6-8 ft. tall) $150        65-gallon tree (10-12 ft. tall) $650 
 
30-gallon tree (8-10 ft. tall $300       100-gallon tree (12-14 ft. tall) $1000 
 
Donation in honor of _________________________________________________ 
 
Contributions are fully tax-deductible! 
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Neighborhood Notes 

 
- We welcome new neighbor Mike Smith to Dryden. 
- Wayne and Deborah Campbell have relocated from Montclair to Macarthur. 
- Reminder: Heavy trash day is the 2nd Thursday of the month.  Please do not put your items on the curb 

before the preceding weekend.  Note that standard trash pickup is on Wednesday in weeks with 
Monday holidays.  Thanks!  

- Please notify Bea King (713) 521-3171 of new neighbors.  Bea has welcome packets containing lots of 
information about our neighborhood and our City. 

 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood information or with your interests and 
concerns about your neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger  (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and     
Newsletter Editor   Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative  Richard Lazear  (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 

 
 
Southgate News 

Published by the Southgate Civic Club, a Texas Non-Profit Corporation 
2260 West Holcombe Blvd. 
Box 162 
Houston, Texas 77030 
E-Mail: sgatecivclub@aol.com 
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Southgate Civic Club Dues for 2006 are Now Due!  See last page for details. 

 
 

November Meeting Highlights: Approximately 40 attended. 
 
 
2006 Officers Elected 
 
President Catherine Leachman 
VP  Stan Druck 
VP  Blaine Hollinger 
VP  Veljko Roskar 
Treasurer Bill Burge 
Secretary Andrew McCullough 
 
(Burt Calabro will continue to distribute our 
newsletter and Bea King will continue to welcome 
new residents to the community.  Andrew 
McCullough will serve as Newsletter editor.) 
 
Hilton Storage Containers 
 
Richard Merrill discussed the Hilton’s placement of 
storage containers on a Swift Blvd residential lot.  
Background:  In October of 2005, the Hilton 
moved storage containers onto the vacant lot at 
1902 Swift Blvd: a lot owned by the Hilton’s 
proprietor.  These containers were used to store 
furniture while hotel rooms were renovated.  The 

Hilton was notified that using the lot in this manner 
constituted a deed restriction violation, but chose to 
continue the usage.  Richard Merrill reported that 
Swift residents Bob and Sally Shipman filed a 
complaint with the City of Houston regarding the 
deed restriction violation presented by the 
placement of the containers.  Mr. Merrill explained 
that the Civic Club has no authority to assess fines; 
it can only participate in suits initiated by the City or 
homeowners to enforce deed restrictions.  The City 
does have the authority to impose a fine of up to 
$1000 per day per continued violation.  A 
homeowners association would have the authority 
to impose fines if that were a provision included in 
the powers granted in its governing documents.  
(Editors note: At the time of writing, all containers 
have been removed.) 
 
Richard Merrill Recognized 
 
At the close of the meeting, Richard Merrill was 
thanked for his many years of service as President 
of our Civic Club. 

 

February Meeting Tuesday February 28, 2006 
7:30 pm, at the Plaza Hilton Hotel, 8th Floor, on Travis between Swift and Addison.  Reception and 
cash bar begin at 7:00 pm.  Free parking is available in the hotel garage! 
-Ms. Asmara Tekle Johnson from Citizens Against Eminent Domain Abuse will discuss her 
organization and its efforts to preserve and protect neighborhoods.  Ms Johnson is a law professor 
and a resident of Houston’s Central City neighborhood where the Texas Medical Center recently used 
its power of eminent domain. 
-The Honorable Anne Clutterbuck our new District C Council Member will bring us up to date on 
happenings at City Hall. 
-Vote on Civic Club Bylaw Amendment (see Page 4 for details) 
-Other topics of interest 
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Missing Southgate Civic Club Meeting Signs 
 
The Civic Club is missing 3 meeting 
signs.  The signs disappeared between 
October 2nd and November 1st of last 
year.  If you have them or know of their 

whereabouts, please contact any Civic 
Club officer and we will retrieve them.  
Thanks! 

 
Metrontario Construction Update 

 
Metrontario has notified the Civic Club 
that they are ready to begin construction 
on the site of the old Towers Hotel.  This 
property is on the north side of 
Holcombe east of Montclair.  

Construction fences should start to 
appear in early March and the ground 
breaking is scheduled for April 3. 

 

Montclair School Zone 
 
Several members of the Montclair traffic 
committee met with Mr. Samuel 
Sarabia, the Principal of Roberts 
Elementary, to discuss creating a school 
zone on Montclair.  Mr. Sarabia was 
very receptive to the idea and has 
spoken with HISD as well as the City of 
Houston representative for schools.  
The representative has made the 
following recommendations for 
increasing safety on Montclair: 
 

1. Create a school zone on 
Montclair from Southgate to 
Dryden  

2. Install no parking signs along 
one side of Montclair (7-9 AM 
and 3-4 PM) 

3. Paint crosswalks at Swift, 
Addison and Watts 

4. Make Montclair and Addison a 4-
way stop. 

 
The Civic Club would like to thank Mr. 
Sarabia for his interest and fast action. 

 
University Place Association Meeting Highlights 

 
Catherine Leachman attended the 
University Place Association annual 
meeting on January 26, 2006.  A few 
highlights: 
 
Kirby Flood Relief Project 
 
Mr. Martin Cristofaro updated the 
community on the status of the ongoing 
Kirby Flood Relief Project and the 
associated construction on Kirby Drive.  
The objective of this project is to relieve 
flooding in the TMC area and the project 
involves the installation of 15’ X 15’ 
underground concrete boxes to handle 
runoff water. Mr. Cristofaro reported that 
the underground work on Kirby is nearly 
complete south of Dorrington and street 

reconstruction will soon start in that 
area.  Rebuilding the street is expected 
to take about 6 months.  The next phase 
of the project (Dorrington to Swift) is 
scheduled to begin on February 28.  
During this phase, Holcombe will be 
reduced from 6 to 4 lanes at the Kirby 
intersection, but all Holcombe lanes will 
be open weekdays from 7-9 AM and 4-6 
PM to facilitate the flow of rush hour 
traffic.   Additionally, work will be 
completely suspended from November 
1, 2006 through January 15, 2007 to 
accommodate holiday shopping traffic in 
and out of Rice Village and the Upper 
Kirby District.  This phase of the project 
will take about 1 year, including street 
reconstruction. 
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Mayor White’s Comments 
 
Houston Mayor Bill White addressed 
crime in the City.  The Mayor noted that 
crime in the past two years was lower 
than in the previous two years, but that 
the current trend is “disturbing”. Mr. 
White would like to see more resources 
for fighting crime and gang activity in the 
City.  Mayor White reported that 65% of 
the City budget is for Fire protection, 
EMS service and Police protection.  He 
is concerned about the high number of 
Police responses to false burglar alarms 
and would like to see legislation to make 
property owners financially accountable 
for false alarms.  The Mayor would also 
like large apartment complex owners to 
be more responsible for the security of 
their properties.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
City Council Member 
Clutterbuck’s Comments 
 
Council member Anne Clutterbuck, like 
the Mayor, is concerned about crime in 
the City.  Ms. Clutterbuck also described 
initiatives to reduce graffiti in the City.  
These initiatives include: 

1. Removal of the graffiti within 48 
hours of reporting 

2. Rewards for information about 
those responsible for graffiti 

3. Partnering with The Glassell 
School of Art to find alternative 
outlets for those generating 
graffiti.   

 
Council member Clutterbuck also 
addressed the status of the previously 
requested pedestrian light on Greenbrier 
at Roberts Elementary.  She reported 
that the City has conducted studies and 
found that the traffic is significant.  The 
City has, however, elected to address 
the problem with additional guards 
rather than a new light.  
 

 
Rice University Collaborative Research Center Update 

 
 
Diana Randel and Greg Marshall have 
updated The Southgate Civic Club on 
the Collaborative Research Center 
proposed for the land east of Travis and 
north of Dryden.  Mr. Marshall is the 
Director of Community and Government 
Relations at Rice University and Ms. 
Randel is the Program Director for the 
proposed Center.  They reported that 
Rice is now trying to finalize business 
relationships with the institutions 
involved in the project.  These 
institutions are: Baylor College of 
Medicine, Texas Children’s Hospital, 

MD Anderson, UT Health Sciences 
Center and The Methodist Hospital.  
Rice hopes to complete pre-planning by 
the end of this year and to open the 
building in 2011.  Rice would like to 
have about 1.2 parking spaces per 1000 
square feet of building, have all of the 
parking underground and use the first 
floor for pedestrian friendly retail.  The 
partner institutions are, however, 
concerned that this will result in an 
“uncomfortably low” number of parking 
spaces.   
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Proposed Change to The Civic Club Bylaws 

 
At our February 28, 2006 general 
meeting, the membership will be asked 
to vote on a proposed change to the 
Civic Club bylaws.  Article VI Section 2 
states that “Withdrawals from funds of 
this club shall be signed for by two of 
the following three officers: President, 
Treasurer, and a Vice-President 
designated by the President”.  The 
proposed change states that 

“Withdrawals of $500 or less from funds 
of this club shall be signed for by one of 
the following three officers: President, 
Treasurer, or a Vice-President 
designated by the President. 
Withdrawals of over $500 from funds of 
this club shall be signed for by two of 
the following three officers: President, 
Treasurer, and a Vice-President 
designated by the President”. 

 
Welcome to Our New Neighbors 

 
 Shakespeare:  Jonathan Adler, Lisa Helfman and Drew (7 months) 
 
Please notify Bea King (713 521-3171) of new neighbors.   Bea has welcome packets 
containing lots of information about our neighborhood and our City. 
 

Other News 
 

Jerome Gray of Southgate has left Channel 11 KHOU T.V. to join Channel 2 KPRC.  He 
will return to the air sometime this summer.    
 
 
Feel free to contact any of your Civic Club officers with neighborhood 
information or with your interests and concerns about your neighborhood and Civic Club.  

 
President   Catherine Leachman  (713)669-1289 
Vice President   Stan Druck   (713)942-2347   
Vice President   Blaine Hollinger  (713)665-4458 
Vice President   Veljko Roskar   (713)666-2416 
Treasurer   Bill Burge   (713)667-6808 
Secretary and     
Newsletter Editor   Andrew McCullough  (713)666-9745 
RACS Representative  Richard Lazear  (713)942-7788 
Univ. Plc Assoc. Advisor Thea Fabio   (713)522-7200 
Rice Univ. Advisor  Richard Merrill   (713)522-7200 

 
 
Southgate News 

Published by the Southgate Civic Club, a Texas Non-Profit Corporation 
2260 West Holcombe Blvd. 
Box 162 
Houston, Texas 77030 
E-Mail: sgatecivclub@aol.com 
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