Southgate News
Southgate Civic Club Meeting
Thursday, March 8, 2018 at 6:00 PM
Roberts Cafeteria
Please come hear updates on several important neighborhood topics:






Greebriar Reconstruction
Greystar/Medistar Highrise
Minimum Lot Size Applications
RACS Update
Treasurer Update

We will also hold an open forum to discuss any other issues of concern to Southgate residents.

February 2018
Have you seen white Special Minimum Lot Size Block
notification signs popping up in block after block throughout
the summer and fall? It has now been about eight months
since neighbors in Southgate began preparing Special
Minimum Lot Size Block applications and submitting them to
the City of Houston Planning and Development Department.
Coupled with active deed restrictions, this application is one
of the best tools available for maintaining the character of our
neighborhood which is increasingly experiencing significant
development pressures on all sides. 18 of the approximately
33 blocks in Southgate have submitted applications and many
of those have now been formally approved. At least 8 others
are in the application preparation process. We are still seeking
volunteer sponsors for 5 Southgate blocks (2100, 2000 and
1900 University, 1900 Dryden and 1900 Swift). Volunteer
sponsors must own property within the block for which an
application is filed. Questions: contact Patrick Peters
(greenmodern@earthlink.net).

Update from Executive Committee
The Civic Club Executive Committee (EC) has been actively
meeting to drive forward several initiatives and address
standing business. This year our priorities are to oversee the
implementation of Minimum Lot Sizes, continue to improve
RACS coverage, redesign our web presence, and monitor the
current Greenbriar and future University Blvd reconstruction.
We appreciate your participation as we’re constantly striving
to improve our neighborhood.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

What’s Happening Southgate?
Several new restaurants and neighborhood amenities have
been announced and/or have opened recently including:
SusieCakes at 2563 Amherst (first Houston location), the
upgraded Starbuck’s at 2531 Amherst, and Éclair Paris in the
CVS shopping center at the intersection of W. Holcombe and
Greenbriar. Shake Shack opened its second Houston location
in late February in the old La Madeleine space in Rice Village.
Fleet Feet will be moving to a new location on Shepherd and
Bissonnet. The Moody Art Center on the Rice Campus just
turned one and is open to the public. Rice University held a
ground breaking ceremony for its new music building in
December which is slated to open in 2020. Village of
Southampton, a senior living high rise, will replace Bar Bleu
on the corner of Kirby and Robinhood.

The submission requirements are relatively simple.
Information along with application forms can be found at
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Neighborhood/docs_pdfs
/SMLSB_app.pdf.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Greenbriar Reconstruction
The Greenbriar Reconstruction project began this month. The
project includes reconstruction of the roadway, replacement of
the storm sewers and improvement of the sidewalks between
W. Holcombe and Rice Blvd. The first phase of the project is
W. Holcombe to McClendon and is scheduled to take 90 days.
Construction will begin on the Northbound side of Greenbriar

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Minimum Lot Size Applications
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and when that step is completed, they will move on to the
Southbound side of Greenbriar. During reconstruction, traffic
will continue on the side of the street that is not being repaired
and traffic will be re-routed around the construction phase for
the side of the street that is being repaired. The portion in
front of Roberts Elementary will be repaired during Summer
2018 and Summer 2019 to minimize issues with school dropoff and pick-up. Contractors will work Mon-Sat between the
hours of 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. There are situations when the
contractor may work outside of these hours to complete a
utility connection, pour concrete or in the case of emergency.
The entire project is scheduled to take 18 months. If you have
project specific concerns, email pwecip@houstontx.gov. The
WBS name and number of the project, which you may need
for your communications, is N-100004-0001-4/Greenbriar
Paving & Drainage. The contractor is Conrad Construction
Co, Ltd.

committee before you can begin building. The committee
will look at your plans to make sure that they conform to the
deed restrictions of the neighborhood, including but not
limited to setbacks and use of exterior materials. The review
will help avoid the possibility of getting halfway through a
project only to discover that there is an issue that would
require a costly change in plans. The review letter should be
presented to the City of Houston with your building plans.
Contact
Mary
Anne
Piacentini
at
architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org to arrange for
the committee to review your plans.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

New Medistar Development
In November 2017, Medistar announced that it has
commenced the planning phase of a major medical tower
located at 6700 Main Street (site of the Best Western). As of
the latest press release, the tower would include 550,000
square feet and range in size from 20 to 25 floors. Medistar is
expected to break ground in the second half of 2018 which
would wrap up approximately 2 years later. The tower will be
connected via skybridge to Graystar and Medistar’s joint
hotel-multifamily development underway at 6750 Main
Street. Medistar is in discussions with several health care
systems which will determine final specific services. The
Southgate Civic Club, in conjunction with the University
Place Association, is actively monitoring the development and
will provide updates as they become available.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

University Blvd Reconstruction
The University Blvd reconstruction will take place after the
Greenbriar reconstruction is complete. The project covers the
segment from Kirby to Main. The City plans provide that the
portion from Greenbriar to Main will only be subject to a
repainting of road stripes and minor curb and sidewalk repairs,
as opposed to a full reconstruction of the drainage and
roadway. Rice University, the Southgate Civic Club and other
neighborhood groups have petitioned the City to do a full
drainage and roadway reconstruction for that portion or, if that
is not feasible, delay that portion of the project but keep it on
the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) until the funds are
available to complete it. The concern is that if the City does
the minor repairs and takes it off the CIP, it could be decades
before it gets back on the CIP.

Civic Club Contacts
2017 Civic Club Executive Committee:

--------------------------------------------------------------------

RACS
To become a member of RACS, please sign up online at
http://racspatrol.com/signup-for-racs/ or send a check to:
RACS, 2523 McClendon Street, Houston, Texas 77030. Dues
are $300 for single family homes, $200 for 65+ and $160 for
duplexes and apartments. If you would like a RACS yard
sign, contact Michael Putnam at mwputnam@gmail.com. To
request a vacation watch, email racspartrol@gmail.com.

President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer

John Indelli
Sebastian Gass
Greg Wehrer
Michael Putnam

Sec’y & News. Ed.

Camille Jenman

Caroline Freeman

president@houstonsouthgate.org

sebastian.gass@gmail.com
gwehrer@mac.com
mwputnam@gmail.com
treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
secretary@houstonsouthgate.org

Neighborhood Outreach Liaisons:
RACS Rep.
Rice Univ. Adv.
UPA Rep.

Michael Putnam
Hubie Law
Todd Litton

mwputnam@gmail.com

hxl129@gmail.com
tlitton8@gmail.com

Task Force and Committee Leaders:

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Architectural Review Committee

Traffic

Bill Sanderford

sbswss@ymail.com

Architec. Reviews

Mary Anne Piacentini

architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org

Website
Caroline Freeman treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
Bylaws
Vacant
Greystar Highrise Steve Krebs
skrebs4@hotmail.com

Thinking about remodeling or new construction? If your plans
involve adding to your home or building a new home, you
must have your plans reviewed by the architectural review
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Southgate Civic Club Payment Form
Dear Southgate Neighbor:
Please support the neighborhood and the Southgate Civic Club by paying dues via one of the methods listed below.
I. Methods of Payment – Dues are $50
A. Online (preferred) -- Go to http://www.houstonsouthgate.org/SouthgateCivicClub.htm and click on “Pay Now”
button. A Paypal account is not required for credit card payments.
NOTE: If your Southgate address does not match your credit card billing address, please add your Southgate
Address in the box entitled “Southgate Address To Be Credited” on the final payment page.
B. Web Bill Pay-- If your financial institution allows you to pay your bills online, enter Southgate Civic Club as your
payee and use the address below.
C. Check-- Complete the attached form and mail to the address below.
Southgate Civic Club, Attn. Treasurer
2617C W Holcombe Blvd, Box 104
Houston, Texas 77025-4715
II. What does the Southgate Civic Club Do for You?
--Coordinates neighborhood and community events, such as the annual ice cream social.
-- Protects your interests by keeping deed restrictions active and enforceable.
-- Represents the neighborhood through dialogues with the city, county, and state governments.
-- Interfaces with Rice University, the Medical Center, and the Rice Area Constable Service (RACS).
-- Hosts neighborhood meetings.
-- Keeps you informed through Nextdoor and the Southgate website/newsletter.
-- Coordinates maintenance of various common areas in the neighborhood.
III. How are your membership dues used?
-- Maintenance of common areas and beautification projects.
-- Civic Club meetings and other social activities.
-- Legal fees as necessary to enforce and protect deed restrictions.
-- Membership in University Place Association and other relevant groups that protect and promote our neighborhood.
-- Publishing of the Newsletter and other civic club material.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clip this section and Return with your Dues Payment of $50.00
Name of Resident(s):
Southgate Address (Number & Street):
Mailing Address (if different):
Phone #(s):

Email(s):
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Southgate Civic Club Meeting
Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 6:00 PM
R Room, Rice Football Stadium*
Please come hear updates on several important neighborhood topics:










Greenbriar Reconstruction
Medistar Highrise
Neighborhood Improvement Items
Minimum Lot Size Applications
Deed Restriction Revisions
RACS Update
Rice Update
Treasurer Update
Upcoming events

We will also hold an open forum to discuss any other issues of concern to Southgate residents. Refreshments will be provided.
* The R Room is located inside the Rice football stadium. Enter through gate 4 at the SE corner of the stadium, walk up the
ramp to the left and then take the stairs or the elevator on the left. Parking is available for $2 (credit card only) in the Greenbriar
lot just West of the stadium (enter from Greenbriar) or for $5 (credit card only) in the Stadium lot just South of the stadium.
and submitting them to the City of Houston Planning and
Development Department. Coupled with active deed
restrictions, this application is one of the best tools available
for maintaining the character of our neighborhood which is
increasingly experiencing significant development pressures
on all sides. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Rae Bryant,
Patrick Peters and others in the neighborhood, all blocks now
have application volunteers. 18 of the approximately 33 blocks
in Southgate have submitted applications and many of those
have now been formally approved. At least 8 others are in the
application preparation process. Questions: contact Patrick
Peters (greenmodern@earthlink.net).

Update from Executive Committee
The Civic Club Executive Committee (EC) has been actively
meeting to drive forward several initiatives and address
standing business. This year our priorities are to oversee the
implementation of Minimum Lot Sizes, continue to improve
RACS coverage, redesign our web presence, and monitor the
current Greenbriar and future University Blvd reconstruction.
We appreciate your participation as we’re constantly striving
to improve our neighborhood.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hilton Perks

The submission requirements are relatively simple.
Information along with application forms can be found at
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Neighborhood/docs_pdfs
/SMLSB_app.pdf.

The Hilton on Travis St. is generously offering Southgate
residents a discount of 20% off the best available rate for hotel
rooms and a 15% discount off food and drinks at their onsite
restaurants and bars. The hotel is currently undergoing a
renovation, including the lobby, all of the restrooms, the
banquet space and the addition of new rooms.
The
renovations are expected to be complete by September 2018.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Greenbriar Reconstruction
The Greenbriar Reconstruction project began in February. The
City is holding monthly meetings with representatives of the
Southgate Civic Club and other stakeholders to advise on
progress. The project includes reconstruction of the roadway,
replacement of the storm sewers and improvement of the
sidewalks between W. Holcombe and Rice Blvd. The first
phase of the project is W. Holcombe to McClendon.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Minimum Lot Size Applications
It has now been almost a year since neighbors in Southgate
began preparing Special Minimum Lot Size Block applications
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Construction is ongoing on the Northbound side of Greenbriar
and when that step is completed, they will move on to the
Southbound side of Greenbriar. During reconstruction, traffic
will continue on the side of the street that is not being repaired
and traffic will be re-routed around the construction phase for
the side of the street that is being repaired. The portion in
front of Roberts Elementary will be repaired during Summer
2018 and/or Summer 2019 to minimize issues with school
traffic. Contractors will work Mon-Sat between the hours of
7:00 am to 7:00 pm. There are situations when the contractor
may work outside of these hours to complete a utility
connection, pour concrete or in the case of emergency. The
entire project is scheduled to take 18 months. If you have
project specific concerns, email pwecip@houstontx.gov. The
WBS name and number of the project, which you may need
for your communications, is N-100004-0001-4/Greenbriar
Paving & Drainage. The contractor is Conrad Construction
Co, Ltd.

restrictions of the neighborhood, including but not limited to
setbacks and use of exterior materials. In addition, we will
also ask for information on your plans to construct sidewalks
per city requirements. The review will help avoid the
possibility of getting halfway through a project only to
discover that there is an issue that would require a costly
change in plans. The review letter should be presented to the
City of Houston with your building plans. Contact Mary
Anne
Piacentini
at
architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org to arrange for
the committee to review your plans; we ask that you send in
your plat with a legal description, your architectural plans, and
that you call out setbacks and the percentage of each type of
exterior building materials that you are planning to use on
your building.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

New Medistar Development

--------------------------------------------------------------------

In November 2017, Medistar announced that it had
commenced the planning phase of a major medical tower
located at 6700 Main Street (site of the Best Western). As of
the latest press release, the tower would include 550,000
square feet and range in size from 20 to 25 floors. Medistar is
expected to break ground in the second half of 2018 and
would wrap up approximately 2 years later. The tower will be
connected via skybridge to Graystar and Medistar’s joint
hotel-multifamily development underway at 6750 Main
Street. Medistar is in discussions with several health care
systems which will determine final specific services. The
Southgate Civic Club, in conjunction with the University
Place Association, is actively monitoring the development and
will provide updates as they become available.

University Blvd Reconstruction
The University Blvd reconstruction will take place after the
Greenbriar reconstruction is complete. The project covers the
segment from Kirby to Main. The City plans provide that the
portion from Greenbriar to Main will only be subject to a
repainting of road stripes and minor curb and sidewalk repairs,
as opposed to a full reconstruction of the drainage and
roadway. Rice University, the Southgate Civic Club and other
neighborhood groups have petitioned the City to do a full
drainage and roadway reconstruction for that portion or, if that
is not feasible, delay that portion of the project but keep it on
the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) until the funds are
available to complete it. The concern is that if the City does
the minor repairs and takes it off the CIP, it could be decades
before it gets back on the CIP.

Civic Club Contacts
2018 Civic Club Executive Committee:

--------------------------------------------------------------------

RACS
To become a member of RACS, please sign up online at
http://racspatrol.com/signup-for-racs/ or send a check to:
RACS, 2523 McClendon Street, Houston, Texas 77030. Dues
are $300 for single family homes, $200 for 65+ and $160 for
duplexes and apartments. If you would like a RACS yard
sign, contact Michael Putnam at mwputnam@gmail.com. For
questions or to request a vacation watch, email
racspartrol@gmail.com.

President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer

John Indelli
Sebastian Gass
Greg Wehrer
Michael Putnam

Sec’y & News. Ed.

Camille Jenman

Caroline Freeman

president@houstonsouthgate.org

sebastian.gass@gmail.com
gwehrer@mac.com
mwputnam@gmail.com
treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
secretary@houstonsouthgate.org

Neighborhood Outreach Liaisons:
RACS Rep.
Rice Univ. Adv.
UPA Rep.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Michael Putnam
Hubie Law
Todd Litton

mwputnam@gmail.com

hxl129@gmail.com
tlitton8@gmail.com

Task Force and Committee Leaders:

Architectural Review Committee

Thinking about remodeling or new construction? If your plans
involve adding to your home or building a new home, you
must have your plans reviewed by the architectural review
committee before you begin building. The committee will
look at your plans to make sure that they conform to the deed

Traffic

Bill Sanderford

sbswss@ymail.com

Architec. Reviews

Mary Anne Piacentini

architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org

Website
Caroline Freeman treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
Bylaws
Vacant
Greystar Highrise Steve Krebs
skrebs4@hotmail.com
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Southgate Civic Club Payment Form
Dear Southgate Neighbor:
Please support the neighborhood and the Southgate Civic Club by paying dues via one of the methods listed below.
I. Methods of Payment – Dues are $50
A. Online (preferred) -- Go to http://www.houstonsouthgate.org/SouthgateCivicClub.htm and click on “Pay Now”
button. A Paypal account is not required for credit card payments.
NOTE: If your Southgate address does not match your credit card billing address, please add your Southgate
Address in the box entitled “Southgate Address To Be Credited” on the final payment page.
B. Web Bill Pay-- If your financial institution allows you to pay your bills online, enter Southgate Civic Club as your
payee and use the address below.
C. Check-- Complete the attached form and mail to the address below.
Southgate Civic Club, Attn. Treasurer
2617C W Holcombe Blvd, Box 104
Houston, Texas 77025-4715
II. What does the Southgate Civic Club Do for You?
--Coordinates neighborhood and community events, such as the annual ice cream social.
-- Protects your interests by keeping deed restrictions active and enforceable.
-- Represents the neighborhood through dialogues with the city, county, and state governments.
-- Interfaces with Rice University, the Medical Center, and the Rice Area Constable Service (RACS).
-- Hosts neighborhood meetings.
-- Keeps you informed through Nextdoor and the Southgate website/newsletter.
-- Coordinates maintenance of various common areas in the neighborhood.
III. How are your membership dues used?
-- Maintenance of common areas and beautification projects.
-- Civic Club meetings and other social activities.
-- Legal fees as necessary to enforce and protect deed restrictions.
-- Membership in University Place Association and other relevant groups that protect and promote our neighborhood.
-- Publishing of the Newsletter and other civic club material.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clip this section and Return with your Dues Payment of $50.00
Name of Resident(s):
Southgate Address (Number & Street):
Mailing Address (if different):
Phone #(s):

Email(s):
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Southgate Civic Club Meeting
Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 6:00 PM
Roberts Cafeteria
Please come hear updates on several important neighborhood topics:








Greenbriar Reconstruction – project engineer will be at the meeting
Traffic Committee Update
Deed Restriction Revisions
RACS Update
Rice Update
Treasurer Update
Upcoming Events

We will also hold an open forum to discuss any other issues of concern to Southgate residents.

Deed Restriction Revisions

The block sponsors spoke at the public hearings; Manley Roe
represented 1900 Swift and Clayton Finney 2000 Southgate.
Other residents also stepped up. Norm Wright on Swift and
Mike Smith on Southgate gave heartfelt perspectives of the
importance of protecting Southgate’s character. Mike Smith’s
family has lived in the neighborhood for three
generations. Architectural Review committee members, Mary
Anne Piacentini and Drexel Turner spoke in favor of
preserving the deed restrictions and the efforts over the
decades to keep our deed restrictions in place. Patrick Peters
and Rae Bryant prepared slide shows and handouts for the
Planning Commissioners. A lot of volunteer time went in to
preparing for a vigorous response to the protest. The SMLSB
is part of a decades-long effort over generations of Southgate
residents to preserve and protect our neighborhood.

Our neighborhood deed restrictions are over 80 years old, and
need to be updated to modern English and to facilitate
enforcement. As our neighborhood becomes increasingly
subject to redevelopment, we are vulnerable to deed restriction
challenges. We need to act now to tighten up our deed
restrictions. The EC will present a menu of options for deed
restriction revisions at the upcoming Civic Club meeting and
will be soliciting volunteers for the Deed Restriction
Committee. The committee will then prepare a survey for
distribution throughout the neighborhood, on a block by block
basis. Once the results for the survey have been compiled and
the new deed restrictions have been prepared, the committee
will then begin the process of collecting signatures. Your help
and support in this endeavor would be greatly appreciated.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

The Planning Commissioners voted 13-0 in support of 1900
Swift and 15-0 in support of 2000 Southgate for the SMLSB
applications to proceed to the Houston City Council for a final
yes vote. Each approved block receives a City Council
ordinance establishing the minimum lot size for that respective
block that will be in place for 40 years. Having a minimum lot
size prevents lots from being subdivided and underpins our
existing deed restrictions.

Minimum Lot Size Applications
In the past fourteen months, 30 Southgate blocks collected the
required signatures, prepared the necessary paperwork and
submitted Special Minimum Lot Size Block applications to the
City of Houston Planning and Development Department. Most
of these applications proceeded through the City approval
process with no hitches; however this summer, two blocks
faced formal protests. A formal protest results in a public
hearing before the City Planning Commission.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Greenbriar Reconstruction

In response, the neighbors of the 1900 Block of Swift and the
2000 Block of Southgate mobilized for a unified and visible
presentation to the Planning Commission of the blocks’
support for the SMLSB protection.

The Greenbriar Reconstruction project began in February
2018. The City is holding monthly meetings with
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representatives of the Southgate Civic Club and other
stakeholders to advise on progress.
The project has
experienced some delays due to unexpected underground
obstacles which required additional time to address. If you
have project specific concerns, email pwecip@houstontx.gov.
The WBS name and number of the project, which you may
need for your communications, is N-100004-00014/Greenbriar Paving & Drainage. The contractor is Conrad
Construction Co, Ltd.

All new construction and remodeling projects must submit
plans
to
the
Southgate
Architectural
Review
Committee before receiving a final permit from the City of
Houston in order to ensure compliance with the Southgate
Deed Restrictions. By performing an architectural review, the
Southgate Civic Club helps protect the interests of all parties
by keeping deed restrictions active and enforceable.
If you are remodeling or building a new house, you must
submit your plans and a number of other items to the
Architectural Review Committee. The requirements can be
found at http://houstonsouthgate.org/southgate-architecturalreview/.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Traffic Committee
Traffic Committee (TC) members met with representatives of
the City’s Neighborhood Traffic Management Program in July
to discuss the results of the City’s follow up traffic survey
conducted in December 2017. In general, the survey (when
compared with their 2015 survey) showed increased vehicle
traffic coming into Southgate from Dryden (eastside),
Montclair (southside), and Shakespeare (westside). The City
requested that the TC review the numbers and make
recommendations on additional steps which might mitigate the
impact of traffic within the Southgate neighborhood. The TC
met in August to review options. The City will review the
committee’s suggestions and schedule a meeting with the
community in the future.

The review committee will review your plans/plat within two
weeks of receipt and get back to you with a formal letter
noting compliance with the deed restrictions or identifying
concerns, if any. As part of the City’s review protocol,
owners and developers are required to submit a letter to the
Houston City Planning Department indicating that they are
positively in compliance with Southgate’s deed restrictions.
For
questions
email
us
at architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Ice Cream Social
The Southgate Civic Club will host an ice cream social on
Saturday, October 20 at 3:00 pm on the Roberts playground.
Please come out to meet your neighbors and enjoy a sweet
treat.

The TC is also exploring the possibility of replacing the
temporary plastic closures on the eastside of Swift and
Southgate or installing permanent concrete closures. Bids for
the work are being collected and will be shared with the
Executive Committee for consideration. During the TC’s
meeting with the City, they were told that
maintenance/replacement of the temporary closures was the
responsibility of the neighborhood. The replacement of the
partial closure on McClendon is supposed to be done by the
company constructing the apartment building between Main
and Travis.

Civic Club Contacts
2018 Civic Club Officers:

--------------------------------------------------------------------

RACS

President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer

John Indelli
Sebastian Gass
Greg Wehrer
Michael Putnam

Sec’y & News. Ed.

Camille Jenman

Caroline Freeman

president@houstonsouthgate.org

sebastian.gass@gmail.com
gwehrer@mac.com
mwputnam@gmail.com
treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
secretary@houstonsouthgate.org

Neighborhood Outreach Liaisons:

To become a member of RACS, please sign up online at
http://racspatrol.com/signup-for-racs/ or send a check to:
RACS, 2523 McClendon Street, Houston, Texas 77030. Dues
are $300 for single family homes, $200 for 65+ and $160 for
duplexes and apartments. If you would like a RACS yard
sign, contact Michael Putnam at mwputnam@gmail.com. For
questions or to request a vacation watch, email
racspartrol@gmail.com.

RACS Rep.
Rice Univ. Adv.
UPA Rep.

Michael Putnam
Hubie Law
Todd Litton

mwputnam@gmail.com

hxl129@gmail.com
tlitton8@gmail.com

Task Force and Committee Leaders:

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Architectural Review Committee

Traffic

Bill Sanderford

sbswss@ymail.com

Architec. Reviews

Mary Anne Piacentini

architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org

Website
Bylaws

Caroline Freeman treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
Vacant
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Southgate Civic Club Payment Form
Dear Southgate Neighbor:
Please support the neighborhood and the Southgate Civic Club by paying dues via one of the methods listed below.
I. Methods of Payment – Dues are $50
A. Online (preferred) -- Go to http://www.houstonsouthgate.org/SouthgateCivicClub.htm and click on “Pay Now”
button. A Paypal account is not required for credit card payments.
NOTE: If your Southgate address does not match your credit card billing address, please add your Southgate
Address in the box entitled “Southgate Address To Be Credited” on the final payment page.
B. Web Bill Pay-- If your financial institution allows you to pay your bills online, enter Southgate Civic Club as your
payee and use the address below.
C. Check-- Complete the attached form and mail to the address below.
Southgate Civic Club, Attn. Treasurer
2617C W Holcombe Blvd, Box 104
Houston, Texas 77025-4715
II. What does the Southgate Civic Club Do for You?
--Coordinates neighborhood and community events, such as the annual ice cream social.
-- Protects your interests by keeping deed restrictions active and enforceable.
-- Represents the neighborhood through dialogues with the city, county, and state governments.
-- Interfaces with Rice University, the Medical Center, and the Rice Area Constable Service (RACS).
-- Hosts neighborhood meetings.
-- Keeps you informed through Nextdoor and the Southgate website/newsletter.
-- Coordinates maintenance of various common areas in the neighborhood.
III. How are your membership dues used?
-- Maintenance of common areas and beautification projects.
-- Civic Club meetings and other social activities.
-- Legal fees as necessary to enforce and protect deed restrictions.
-- Membership in University Place Association and other relevant groups that protect and promote our neighborhood.
-- Publishing of the Newsletter and other civic club material.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clip this section and Return with your Dues Payment of $50.00
Name of Resident(s):
Southgate Address (Number & Street):
Mailing Address (if different):
Phone #(s):

Email(s):
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Southgate Civic Club Meeting
Thursday, November 29, 2018 at 6:00 PM
Roberts Cafeteria
Please come hear updates on several important neighborhood topics:







2019 Civic Club Election
Traffic Committee Update
Deed Restriction Revisions
RACS Update
Rice Update
Treasurer Update

We will also hold an open forum to discuss any other issues of concern to Southgate residents.

Vice President (1 of 3) – Bill Sanderford
Bill and his wife Shari have lived in Southgate since
2003. Bill has previously served as Vice President of the
Civic Club, and for the last three years has been the head
of the neighborhood Traffic Committee. Bill and Shari
are both retired from Chevron, volunteer throughout the
community, and can often be seen picking up trash as
they walk around Rice.
Caroline Freeman – Treasurer
Caroline has been Treasurer of Southgate Civic Club
since 2015. A lifelong resident of Southgate (corner of
Swift and Montclair), she attended Roberts Elementary,
earned a B.A. from Rice University in 1979 and is
employed by Colliers International. Caroline’s home is
well known for its outstanding annual holiday light
display.
Camille Jenman – Secretary
Camille has been a resident of Southgate since 2010 and
lives on Goldsmith with her husband Grant and their three
children. A graduate of Georgetown University and
Emory law school, she is an attorney at EOG Resources,
Inc., an oil and gas E&P company. She served as the
Roberts PTO president in 2015-16 and has served as the
Civic Club Secretary since 2017.

2019 Civic Club Election

Elections for the 2019 Civic Club officers will be held at the
November meeting. The slate of candidates nominated by the
nominating committee (consisting of John Indelli, Shari
Sanderford and Alex Hinrichs) follows:
President – Jenny Beech
Jenny and her husband Scott moved to Southgate in 2016
with their two children. They have been a part of the
Roberts Elementary community since 2013. Jenny
graduated from The University of Texas with a B.A. in
government, and proceeded to work on political
campaigns, in the federal government in Washington D.C.
and for a global affairs NGO in Chicago, IL. She is a
consultant for Citigroup, and enjoys volunteering at
Roberts and with other local organizations.
Vice President (1 of 3) – Greg Wehrer
Greg moved to Southgate in 2009 with his wife Kelly and
their two kids, Ellis and Silvia. Greg is a partner at the
law firm Squire Patton Boggs. He has been a volunteer
on the Southgate Architectural Review Committee for
several years and has served one year as vice president of
the Civic Club.
Vice President (1 of 3) – Michael Putnam
Michael and his wife, Katherine, have been residents of
Southgate for 25 years and live on Addison. He has
represented Southgate on the Rice Area Constable Service
(RACS) board since January 2017 and has served one
year as vice president of the Civic Club. Michael recently
retired from Noble Energy, Inc., where he was an
executive officer and vice president, to join a privateequity backed energy firm as executive Vice President.
Michael is a graduate of the University of New Mexico.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Deed Restriction Revisions
Our neighborhood deed restrictions are over 80 years old, and
need to be updated to modern English and to facilitate
enforcement. As our neighborhood becomes increasingly
subject to redevelopment, we are vulnerable to deed restriction
challenges. We need to act now to tighten up our deed
restrictions. The EC presented a menu of options for deed
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restriction revisions at the last Civic Club meeting. We are in
the process of preparing a survey for distribution throughout
the neighborhood. Be on the lookout! Once the results for the
survey have been compiled and the new deed restrictions have
been prepared, the committee will then begin the process of
collecting signatures. Your help and support in this endeavor
would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to volunteer
for the committee, please contact Camille Jenman at
secretary@houstonsouthgate.org.

Committee has authorized moving forward with the
improvement project if sufficient funds can be raised from
residents to offset a portion of the costs. Catherine Leachman
is working with those living near the Southgate closure to
raise funds. For neighbors who would like to contribute to this
project but haven’t been contacted by Catherine, please send
contributions marked “For Permanent Closures” to the Civic
Club treasurer at 2617C West Holcombe Blvd., PO Box 104,
Houston, TX 77025. Checks should be made out to the
Southgate Civic Club. On a related note, the replacement of
the partial closure on McClendon has been completed by the
company constructing the apartment building between Main
and Travis.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Greenbriar Reconstruction
The Greenbriar Reconstruction project began in February
2018, and is scheduled to last eighteen months. The City is
holding monthly meetings with representatives of the
Southgate Civic Club and other stakeholders to advise on
progress. The project has experienced some delays due to
unexpected underground obstacles which required additional
time to address. At the beginning of November, the contractor
started work on Phase 1B (southbound Greenbriar from
Southgate to Holcombe), this work should take approximately
two to three months to complete. The community has
expressed concerns about the closure of Greenbriar in front of
Roberts ES, and steps are being taken to facilitate traffic flow
around Roberts ES. These include limited access to
northbound Greenbriar to buses and others dropping
off/picking up students. If you have project specific concerns,
email pwecip@houstontx.gov. The WBS name and number of
the project, which you may need for your communications, is
N-100004-0001-4/Greenbriar Paving & Drainage. The
contractor is Conrad Construction Co, Ltd.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

RACS
To become a member of RACS, please sign up online at
http://racspatrol.com/signup-for-racs/ or send a check to:
RACS, 2523 McClendon Street, Houston, Texas 77030. Dues
are $300 for single family homes, $200 for 65+ and $160 for
duplexes and apartments. If you would like a RACS yard
sign, contact Michael Putnam at mwputnam@gmail.com. For
questions or to request a vacation watch, email
racspartrol@gmail.com.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Architectural Review Committee
All new construction and remodeling projects must submit
plans
to
the
Southgate
Architectural
Review
Committee before receiving a final permit from the City of
Houston in order to ensure compliance with the Southgate
Deed Restrictions. By performing an architectural review, the
Southgate Civic Club helps protect the interests of all parties
by keeping deed restrictions active and enforceable.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Traffic Committee

If you are remodeling or building a new house, you must
submit your plans and a number of other items to the
Architectural Review Committee. The requirements can be
found at http://houstonsouthgate.org/southgate-architecturalreview/.

After multiple meetings, the neighborhood Traffic Committee
(TC) reached out to the Southgate community via Nextdoor
for feedback on a draft plan which they developed. Based
upon feedback received, the plan was adjusted and two
options were eventually submitted to the City in October for
consideration. The first option was to close off all roads on the
eastside of the community (Dryden, Swift, and McClendon),
and the second option was to install several traffic devices
within Southgate to reduce east/west traffic. In November, the
TC was informed by the City that Option 1 was not feasible
due to the width of neighborhood streets. Option 2 was
forwarded to the Houston Fire Department (HFD) for review.
Once the HFD provides their feedback, the City will contact
the TC and share their decision. The TC will go over the
results of the City’s decision to determine how to proceed.
Before any changes are made to traffic flow within Southgate
(installing partial closures, traffic devices, etc.), the City will
hold a public meeting to obtain feedback from the community.

The review committee will review your plans/plat within two
weeks of receipt and get back to you with a formal letter
noting compliance with the deed restrictions or identifying
concerns, if any. As part of the City’s review protocol,
owners and developers are required to submit a letter to the
Houston City Planning Department indicating that they are
positively in compliance with Southgate’s deed restrictions.
For
questions
email
us
at architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Ice Cream Social

Thanks to everyone who came out to the Southgate ice cream
social on Saturday, October 20. It was a wet and overcast day,
but everyone had a nice time visiting with neighbors and
enjoying some sweet treats. A big thank you to Bill and Shari
Sanderford for helping organize the event.

During the TC’s July meeting with the City, they were told
that the maintenance/replacement of temporary closures is the
responsibility of the neighborhood. The contractor that installs
traffic devices for the City submitted a bid for upgrading the
temporary plastic closures on Swift and Southgate to
permanent concrete curb closures. The Southgate Executive
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Neighborhood Outreach Liaisons:

Civic Club Contacts

RACS Rep.
Rice Univ. Adv.
UPA Rep.

2018 Civic Club Officers:
President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer

John Indelli
Sebastian Gass
Greg Wehrer
Michael Putnam

Sec’y & News. Ed.

Camille Jenman

Caroline Freeman

Michael Putnam
Vacant
Todd Litton

mwputnam@gmail.com

tlitton8@gmail.com

president@houstonsouthgate.org

sebastian.gass@gmail.com
gwehrer@mac.com

Task Force and Committee Leaders:

mwputnam@gmail.com
treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
secretary@houstonsouthgate.org

Traffic

Bill Sanderford

sbswss@ymail.com

Architec. Reviews

Mary Anne Piacentini

architecturalreview@houstonsouthgate.org

Website
Bylaws

Caroline Freeman treasurer@houstonsouthgate.org
Vacant
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